"IN GOOD KING CHARLES'S GOLDEN DAYS"

character.

NELL. I beg pardon. God forgive me, I am no better
myself.

BARBARA. No better! You impudent slut.

NELL. Well, no worse, if you like. One little duke is
enough for me.

LOUISE. Change the subject, Charles. What you
were saying about little kings and queens being every-
where was very true. You are very spiritual.

BARBARA. Ha ha! Ha ha ha! He spiritual!

LOUISE. Clever, you call it. I am always in trouble
with my English. And Charles is too lazy to learn
French properly, though he lived in France so long.

BARBARA. If you mean clever, he is as clever as fifty
foxes.

FOX. He may be fifty times as clever as I; but so are
many of the blackest villains. Value him rather for his
flashes of the inner light. Did he not stop the butcher-
ing of the regicides on the ground that if he punished
them they could never punish themselves? That was
what made me his loyal subject.

BARBARA. I did not mean fifty of you: I meant real
foxes. He is so clever that he can always make me seem
stupid when it suits him: that is, when I want any-
thing he wont give me. He is as stingy as a miser.

CHARLES. You are like a dairymaid: you think
there is no end to a king's money. Here is my Nelly,
who is more careful of my money than she is of her
own. Well, when I am dying, and all the rest of you
are forgotten, my last thought will be of Nelly.

NELL. Rowley darling: dont make me cry. I am not
the only one. Louise is very thoughtful about money.
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